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NASA sea temperature data from 2015
WGS 84 / EPSG Greenland Polar Stereographic 
projection with 10° graticule lines.
Data courtesy of NASA and Natural Earth



Species 
richness of 
European 
ferns and 
lycopods.

(Source: European 
Commission
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/
conservation/species/redlist/lycopods_and

_ferns/geographic_patterns.htm)



Main (UK) groups

Schuettpelz et al. (2016), A community‐derived 
classification for extant lycophytes and ferns. 

Jnl of Sytematics Evolution, 54: 563-
603. https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12229

Clubmosses
Quillworts

Horsetails
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Adders-tongues

Using the 2016 Pteridophyte Phylogeny 
Group classification

https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12229
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Data courtesy of 
Ordnance Survey Open 
Data
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Compiled using the Equisetum crib
(1998) Jermy, Page & Acock



Ophioglossum
azoricum



Ophioglossum
azoricum



Lowlands & 
Urban



Dryopteris 
affinis subsp. 

paleaceolobata



Dryopteris 
dilatata & 
Asplenium 

scolopendrium



Tafod yr Hydd = “Tongue of the Stag” 
Described in 1597 by William 
Salesbury in his Llysieulyfr (herbal) 
manuscript as ‘yn eymyl tal acre’ 
(Talacre, Flintshire)
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Polystichum 
aculeatum



Great Horsetail

Equisetum 
telmateia



Dutch Rush

Equisetum 
hyemale

Wood 
Horsetail
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sylvaticum



Asplenium 
ruta-muraria



Asplenium 
ceterach



Asplenium 
trichomanes

& A. 
scolopendrium



Asplenium
scolopendrium



Male fern

Dryopteris

filix-mas



Polypodium
vulgare

Menai Suspension Bridge 
(above)

cc-by-sa/2.0
© Ian Capper -

geograph.org.uk/p/3689932.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/16999
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3689932


Selaginella
kraussiana



Freshwater & 
Wetland



Isöetes
lawn

Image courtesy of 
Tristan Hatton-Ellis, NRW



Quillwort

Isöetes 
lacustris



Isöetes
lacustris

megaspores



Water 
Horsetail

Equisetum 
fluviatile



Pillwort

Pilularia
globulifera



Pillwort

Pilularia
globulifera



Azolla
filiculoides

(inns)



Marsh 
clubmoss

Lycopodiella
inundata



Marsh fern

Thelypteris
palustris



Royal Fern

Osmunda
regalis



Picture courtesy: 
Geraint Hughes, NT

Royal Fern

Osmunda
regalis



Atlantic rainforest 
& Ffridd



Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license. 
Credit: Maphobbyist / Wikimedia

Pacific coast
Appalachian
Chile

Temperate 
Rainforests

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


Common 
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Wilson’s 
Filmy Fern

Hymenophyllum

wilsonii



Wilson’s 
Filmy Fern

Hymenophyllum

wilsonii



Rhedynen
Cilarene / 

Killarney fern

Vandenboschia
speciosa Photo courtesy: 

Fred Rumsey



Rhedynen
Cilarene / 

Killarney fern

(Gametophyte)

Vandenboschia
speciosa



Dryopteris
aemula



Common 
Polypody

Polypodium 
vulgare





Rhedyn / 
Bracken

Pteridium 
aquilinum



Rhedyn / 
Bracken

Pteridium 
aquilinum



Rhedyn / 
Bracken

Pteridium 
aquilinum



Rhedyn / 
Bracken

Pteridium 
aquilinum



Rhedyn / 
Bracken

Pteridium 
aquilinum



Bracken Map 
fungus

Rhopographus
filicinus



Oak Fern

Gymnocapium
dryopteris



Upland & 
Montane



Limestone 
Oak Fern

Gymnocapium
robertianum



Marchredynen
y Calchfaen

Rigid Buckler 
Fern

Dryopteris
submontana



Marchredynen
y Calchfaen

Rigid Buckler 
Fern

Dryopteris
submontana



Moonwort

Botrychium
lunaria



Black 
Spleenwort

Asplenium 
adiantum-

nigrum



Forked 
spleenwort

Asplenium 
septentrionale



Hard fern

Struthiopteris
spicant



Struthiopteris
spicant

&
Asplenium
adiantum-

nigrum



Rhedynen
Fair / Lady 

Fern

Athyrium
filix-femina



Golden-scale 
Male Fern

Dryopteris
affinis s.s.



Golden-scale 
Male Fern

Dryopteris
affinis s.s.







Lesser 
Clubmoss

Selaginella
selaginoides



Lesser 
Clubmoss

Selaginella
selaginoides



Fir Clubmoss

Huperzia selago

? H. appressa



Stag’s-horn 
clubmoss

Lycopodium 
clavatum



Interrupted 
clubmoss

Lycopodium 
annotinum / 

Spinulum
annotinum



Adiantum cf. 
pedatum



Beech Fern

Phegopteris
connectilis



Green 
Spleenwort

Asplenium 
viride



Parsley Fern

Cryptogramma
crispa



Rhedynen
Gelyn

Holly Fern

Polystichum
lonchitis



Rhedynen
Woodsia

Alpine 
Woodsia

Woodsia 
alpina



Rhedynen
Woodsia higul

Oblong 
Woodsia

Woodsia 
ilvensis
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Askog Hall fernery 1879 & now
Picture used under CC licence 

from Peter Zehrer
https://www.flickr.com/photos/m

zehrer/207117586













British Pteridological Society

Local / National & International field visits

Spore & plant exchange
Horticultural shows
Grants

3 magazines
+Special publications

www.ebps.org.uk

http://www.ebps.org.uk/
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